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Abstract 
 
Intended as an exploration of the relationships among nature, the digital, and art, “Wild Nature and the Digital 
Life,” edited by Sue Thomas and Dene Grigar, is a double issue focusing on two themes: the Emergent / 
Generative and the Locative / Performative. The accompanying Gallery features works by Elisa Giaccardi in 
collaboration with Hal Eden and Gianluca Sabena, and by Karl Grimes.  
 
Statement 
Intended as an exploration of the relationships among nature, the digital, and art, “Wild Nature and the Digital 
Life,” edited by Sue Thomas and Dene Grigar, is a double issue focusing on two themes: the Emergent / 
Generative and the Locative / Performative. The accompanying Gallery features works by Elisa Giaccardi in 
collaboration with Hal Eden and Gianluca Sabena, and by Karl Grimes.  
 
Grimes’ project, “Future Nature” is a provocative look at animal embryos and fetuses in a genre he calls 
“photographic portraiture” of dead laboratory animals used in scientific and medical experiments. Intended to 
“challeng[e] our assumptions about how we aestheticise nature and map the animal body,” his fantastic and 
lyrical images, and dual themes of “retrieval and digital resurrection” stir us to question the notion of scientific 
objectivity and suggests the possibility of re-generation, a potential future emerging out of the haunting death of 
nature.  
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“The Affective Geography of Silence – Towards a Museum of Natural Quiet” by Elisa Giaccardi, Hal Eden and 
Gianluca Sabena is a three year project designed to explore ‘the engaging possibility of collecting and 
reinterpreting both individual and collective data over a sustained period of time, according to the different 
properties of the space with which a user is interacting and through which data is traveling.’ Focusing on the 
museum as a site of cultural negotiation and social relations, this extended project uses mobile GPS technology 
to enable ambient sounds and visualizations to create a compelling sensual experience. 
 
Curator Biographies 
 
SUE THOMAS is Professor of New Media in the Faculty of Humanities at De Montfort University (DMU), 
and an Associate Fellow of DMU's new Institute of Creative Technologies. She founded the trAce Online 
Writing Centre in 1995 where she was Artistic Director until going to De Montfort in January 2005. Her books 
include the novels Correspondence (short-listed for the Arthur C. Clarke Award for Best Science Fiction Novel 
1992) and Water (1994), and an edited anthology Wild Women: Contemporary Short Stories By Women 
Celebrating Women (1994). Her non-fiction includes Creative Writing: A Handbook For Workshop Leaders 
(1995) and most recently Hello World: travels in virtuality (2004). She has published extensively in both print 
and online, and has initiated numerous online writing projects including The Noon Quilt, now an iconic image 
of the early days of the web. With Kate Pullinger she is launching a new online M.A. in Creative Writing and 
New Media at DMU, due to begin teaching Autumn 2006. Her most recent projects include NLab, a Narrative 
Laboratory for the Creative Industries — a series of seminars and a day conference for 2006, and Writing and 
the Digital Life, a blog and listserv about the impact of technology upon writing and lived experience. Her 
research interests include transliteracy and narratives of digital experience, and she is currently writing The 
Wild Surmise, a study of nature and cyberspace. 
 
DENE GRIGAR is a media artist-scholar and Director of the Digital Technology and Culture program as 
Washington State University — Vancouver. Her books include New Worlds, New Words: Exploring Pathways 
in and Around Electronic Environments (with John Barber) and Defiance and Decorum:  Women, Public 
Rhetoric, and Activism (with Laura Gray and Katherine Robinson); media art works include Fallow Field:  A 
Story in Two Parts and The Jungfrau Tapes:  A Conversation with Diana Slattery about The Glide Project, both 
of which appeared in Iowa Review Web in October 2004, and When Ghosts Will Die (with Canadian 
multimedia artist Steve Gibson), a piece that experiments with motion tracking technology to produce narrative. 
The video of the piece has been named Finalist in the Drunken Boat Panliterary Award Competition and has 
been exhibited at Art Tech Media 06 in Spain. She also serves as Associate Editor for Leonardo Reviews and is 
the International Editor for Computers and Composition. 
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“. . . the highbrow hot spot of cyberspace . . . a digital bible 
for the lowdown on the [hi-tech] art scene.” —Wired 

 
 Leonardo Electronic Almanac (ISSN: 1071 4391) 

 
Nisar Keshvani, Editor-in-Chief 
 
Established in 1993, Leonardo Electronic Almanac is, jointly produced by Leonardo, the International Society 
for the Arts, Sciences and Technology (ISAST), and published by MIT Press, is an electronic journal 
dedicated to providing a forum for those who are interested in the realm where art, science and technology 
converge. For over a decade, LEA has thrived as an international peer reviewed electronic journal and web 
archive covering the interaction of the arts, sciences, and technology. LEA emphasizes rapid publication of 
recent work and critical discussion on topics of current excitement with a slant on shorter, less academic 
texts. Many contributors are younger scholars, artists, scientists, educators and developers of new 
technological resources in the media arts.  
 
Wild Nature and the Digital Life 
Guest edited by Dene Grigar and Sue Thomas 
 
Generative and Emergent 

:: Artificial Ecologies: Second Nature Emergent Phenomena in Constructed Digital -  
Natural Assemblages - Peter Hasdell 

:: Butterfly Effects: Synthesis, Emergence, and Transduction - Tara Rodgers 
:: Digital Behaviors and Generative Music - Dave Burraston and Andrew Martin 
:: Bodies in Biotechnology: Embodied Models for Understanding Biotechnology  

in Contemporary Art - Jennifer Willet 
 

Locative and Performative 
:: Kudzu Running:  Pastoral Pleasures, Wilderness Terrors, and Wrist-Mounted  

Technologies in Small-Town Mississippi - Adam Gussow 
:: Mapping the Disaster: Global Prediction and the Medium of ‘Digital Earth’ - Dr. Kathryn Yusoff 
:: Views From Above: Locative Narrative and the Landscape - Jeremy Hight 
:: Paradigmatic Performance: Data Flow and Practice in the Wild - Brett Stalbaum 

 
Wild Nature and the Digital Life Gallery 
Curated by Dene Grigar and Sue Thomas 

 
:: Future Nature - Karl Grimes 
::  The Affective Geography of Silence - Towards a Museum of Natural Quiet 

- Elisa Giaccardi, Hal Eden and Gianluca Sabena 
 
LEA is a free supplement for Leonardo and Leonardo Music Journal subscribers. 
Subscribe at: http://leoalmanac.org/search/newuser.asp  
MIT Press Journals 
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