17th International Symposium on Electronic Art
ISEA2011 Istanbul

sn c
tain
le
sea
un
conta
nseaable
in
un
ta
sea
nseaable
un
ale
tain
ab
sea un

ieacou
tai
ab
le

uncontainable uncontainable uncontainabl
Senior Editor & artistic director Lanfranco Aceti
Editor & curator Özden Şahin
Associate Editor Andrea Ackerman

17th International Symposium on Electronic Art
ISEA2011 Istanbul
14–21 September 2011
Istanbul, Turkey
Imprint
Catalog of the
17th International Symposium on Electronic Art
ISEA2011 Istanbul
This publication appears on the occasion of the ISEA2011
Istanbul, 17th International Symposium on Electronic Art,
14-21 September 2011.
ISSN: 1071-4391
ISBN: 978-1-906897-19-2
senıor Editor and artistic director Lanfranco Aceti
Editor and curator Özden Şahin
Associate editor Andrea Ackerman
art dırector Deniz Cem Önduygu

UNCONTAINABLE
uncontainable uncontainable uncontainabl

assıstant designer Zeynep Özel

© 2011 Leonardo/ISAST, ISEA Foundation, Sabanci
University and Goldsmiths, University of London.
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior
written permission of one of the publishers: Leonardo/ISAST,
ISEA Foundation, Sabanci University or Goldsmiths, University of
London.
Individual authors of papers and presentations are solely
responsible for all material submitted for the publication and for
copyright clearance. All opinions expressed in the book are of
the authors and do not reflect those of the editors.

Senior Editor & artistic director Lanfranco Aceti
Editor & curator Özden Şahin
Associate Editor Andrea Ackerman

Photo credits: Unless otherwise stated, all images are © by the
artists.

2

U N C O N TA I N A B L E L E A V O L 1 8 N O 5

ISSN 1071-4391

ISBN 978-1-906897-19-2

ISSN 1071-4391

ISBN 978-1-906897-19-2

L E A V O L 1 8 N O 5 U N C O N TA I N A B L E

3

Uncontainable : Some Thoughts After The Fact Uncontainable : Some Thoughts After The Fact Uncontainable : Some Thoughts After The Factc

Uncontainable – ISEA2011 Istanbul:
Some Thoughts After The Fact
When talking about ISEA2011 Istanbul one of

interactions and the role that technology is playing in

Therefore the art program was conceived as an artis-

the things I believe will remain as a legacy of the

redefining contemporary aesthetics.

tic itinerary across the city that placed art events in

symposium is its magnitude. ISEA2011 was the most

proximity to the major touristic attractions of the city,

attended to date with almost 1500 attendees, the last

The exhibition Uncontainable was part of the official

creating an electronic/new media/digital layering that

count we had was of 1489, and it had over 100 artists

Parallel Program of the Istanbul Biennial, which al-

would interact with the socio-political history of the

– the ones we could account for - who participated

lowed participating artists and curators to provide

city. The art program did not limit itself to the ISEA

and engaged with the city in multiple ways, authorized

diverse perspectives on the contemporary develop-

conference period – September 14 to 21, 2011 – but

and non.

ments within fine arts aesthetics.

continued with its events until November 2011.

Overall ISEA2011 responded to the idea that we

For this reason I am very grateful to all of the artists

The catalog becomes a way to place an order to all

crafted for the event: a sprawling series of art events,

and delegates that supported ISEA2011 Istanbul

of the events and activities, creating a record of the

exhibitions, initiatives, encounters, talks and perfor-

through what at times was a difficult process in a dif-

artists participating and the invited curators, to whom

mances that would reflect the sprawling uncontain-

ficult economic climate. Turkey does not have public

I am extremely grateful for their contributions. It is a

able nature of the city of Istanbul. It was also about

funding for the arts – as for example in European

snapshot of the city and of the event itself, which has

the ‘uncontainable’ nature of contemporary digital

countries – and ISEA2011 Istanbul was made possible

signed, we hope, a milestone in the history of the ISEA

media which cross over physical borders and interfere

through a long string of private sponsorships, institu-

Foundation.

with the local cultural order. These interferences may

tional support and donors that we solicited.
Lanfranco Aceti

at times have generated conflicting relationships but
in doing so also spurred development and innovative

In the end the variety of the venues and programs

Artistic Director and Conference Chair

approaches.

provided a colorful framework and allowed artists to

ISEA2011 Istanbul

engage not only with one another and the public but
ISEA2011 Istanbul proved how the lines and borders

also with the Istanbul Biennial, with the art market

of contemporary national states present the observer

held during two wonderful boat journeys across the

with ideological and cultural frameworks that are no

Bosporus and with the city of Istanbul itself.

Istanbul, May 5, 2012

longer valid. Concepts of identity, cultural identifiers,
nation state and belonging as well as place and time

For the first time in the history of ISEA an electronic

are challenged in both real and virtual contexts.

art exhibition program was officially part of the parallel
program of an international biennial. The exhibition
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As Artistic Director for this exhibition – together with

with its artists was publicized in the press package of

Özden Şahin, the Program Director – I wanted to

the 12th Istanbul Biennial together with initiatives and

showcase the complexity of contemporary social

events dotted across the city and internationally.
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PRISCILLA BRACKS & GAVIN

PRISCILLA BRACKS
& GAVIN SADE
The crickets in Suzumushi have abandoned
audible communications, instead their radio
frequency calls spread like memes through
the swarm, appearing as text displayed on
LED screen within each cricket.
Kuuki is an art, design, and media production
collective directed by Gavin Sade and Priscilla
Bracks. Work produced by Kuuki explores
contemporary life, interpersonal relationships, and
humanity’s relationship with the environment and
other non-human species. This work arises from
‘post-environmental’ politics in that it considers the
cultural and anthropocentric construction of nature
that inhibits our ability to develop deeper relationships
with ‘nature’ and take meaningful steps towards
Suzumushi: The Silent Swarm,

protecting it.

2011, Priscilla Bracks and
Priscilla is a visual artist practising in photography,

Gavin Sade, laser-cut stainless

digital illustration, installation, and new-media.

steel, post-consumer plastic

Before completing a first class honours degree in

and electronics, dimensions

Photography at the Queensland College of Art in

variable.

2002, Priscilla studied and practiced law in Australia.
Gavin is a designer in the field of interactive
computational media, with a background in music and
sonology. Gavin also teaches interaction design at the
Queensland University of Technology.

Suzumushi: The Silent Swarm (detail), 2011, Priscilla

Priscilla and Gavin have been working collaboratively

Bracks and Gavin Sade, laser-cut stainless steel, post-

since 2005. Their interactive media works have been

consumer plastic and electronics, dimensions variable.

exhibited in Australia and internationally.
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PRISCILLA BRACKS & GAVIN

PRISCILLA BRACKS
& GAVIN SADE

Suzumushi: The Silent Swarm, 2011, Priscilla
Bracks and Gavin Sade, laser-cut stainless steel,
post-consumer plastic and electronics,
dimensions variable. (Photographic
documentation by Özden Şahin.)
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