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My Favorite Things: The Joy of the Gizmo
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Working musicians, of course, from baroque violinists to rock guitarists, have long
fetishized the tools of their trade, the mere naming of which can provoke a vehement
reaction---shout "Tourte bow," "LA-2A," "TR-808" or "JTM45" in a room full of
musicians, and one will notice the eyes brighten, the breath shorten and the anecdotes
pour forth (but only to a point: many a "secret weapon" is held close to the chest, and
some people simply find their technophilia too embarrassing to talk about in public).

This issue of Leonardo Music Journal was intended as a confessional and 12-step
program of sorts, an opportunity for sound artists to reveal their secrets in the
company of sympathetic peers. We solicited papers and artist's statements on the
role of purchased or homemade instruments, effect boxes, pieces of studio gear,
"bent" toys, self-built circuits and so on from composers, performers, multimedia
artists, producers and recording engineers.
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Leonardo Music Journal, Vol. 18 (2008)
Why Live? -- Performance in the Age of Digital Reproduction

Downloads and file exchanges have altered the economics of music of consumption,
but have they also rendered the concert hall obsolete? Or have the isolation of ear
buds and the ephemerality of digital files actually served to highlight the social
significance and sweaty substantiality of live performance? Or are we witnessing the
birth of a new filive,i virtually social but vitally sweat-free? LMJ 18 features writing on
the significance or irrelevance of contemporary performance practice and its
alternatives. FORTHCOMING IN DECEMBER 2008
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