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B y  C a m i l l e  B a k e r  

 

This  pr act ice -ba sed  thes is  invest igates  the  four  key qua li t ies  of  

‘ l i veness ’ ,  ‘ fe lt ness’ ,  ‘embodiment ’  and ‘presence ’  in mobi le  media  

per for ma nce,  in  order  t o  sh ed  l ight  on  th e use quali t ies  and sensat ions 

that  emerge when mobi le  t ech nologies  ar e used  in ta ndem with  wearable  

devices in per forma nce contex ts .  Th e r esear ch ex plores  mobi le  media  as  

a  non-ver ba l  a nd  visua l  communicat ion tool  that  funct ions  by  

repur posing th e mobi le  phone  device  a nd  i t s  connect ion t o a  wir eless  

net work,  not  only  for  communicat ion but  ex pl ic i t ly  for  the  expr ession of  

‘emot ion’  in th e form of  a  video  f i le  repr esenting  an  inter per s onal  

connect ion  shared over  dis tance .  Th e r esear ch a ims t o ident i fy  a nd  

sup plement  exist ing sch olar ly  discour se on th e nature  of  th ese four  key  

stra nds of  kinaesth et ic  p hi losophy made ‘ l ive ’  in  the onl ine net wor k,  

applying knowledge gained through  th e pr ac t ice  of  enha ncing 

part ic ipa nt  exp erience  of  th e use  of  s imp le ubiquitous mobi le  t ools  with  

besp oke biofeedba ck  sensors  a nd a n  online  repositor y  for  th e p la yback 

of  user s ’  vi sual  expressions .  This  enhanced t oolkit  enables  part ic ipants  

to shar e per sona l  re la t ionsh ip s a nd  socia l  int era ct ions  in  a n immediate  

way ,  with  col la borat or s at  a  dista nce.  The  se lect ed methodology of  

act ive  research  using  k inaesth et ic  tools  in l ive  p erfor mance  seeks to  

identi fy  a nd c lar i fy  new ways of  s imulat ing or  emulat ing a  non -ver bal ,  

vi sua l  ex change within  a  soc ia l  par t ic ipat ory  context ,  with  part icular  

attention p aid  t o a  sense  of  ‘ fe lt ness’  as  a n element  of  ‘presence ’  or  

‘ l i veness ’ ,  and with  att ention t o the  ex per ience of  a  sense of  ‘ co -

presence’  ar i sing  in r ea l -t ime col la bor at ive  mobi le  p erfor mances  at  a  

dis tance .  

 

To best  exp lore  th ese concept s a s  well  a s  th e bodi ly  sensat ions  involved  

for  par t ic ipa nt s,  the  th esis  a na lyses  or ig ina l  dat a  g leaned  fr om a  larger  

R&D pr oject  (conduct ed  in tandem with  this  thes is  project ,  sp onsored by 

the BBC) a s  i t s  major  ca se  study.  The  pr oject ,  ca l led MIN Dt ouch,  

creat ed  a  ser ies  of  unique pra ct ice -ba sed new media  p er forma nce event s 

played  out  in r ea l -t ime net worked  context s.  Th e  MINDt ouch  event s were  

framed a s a  means  for  p art ic ipants  t o simulat e drea m ex cha nge or  

te lep athic  th ought  tra nsfer  using mobi le  ph ones and  biofeedback 

devices,  l inked to  a  besp oke video f i le  pr ot ocol  for  ar chiving  and sharing  

visua l  result s .  The  corp orea l ,  non -ver ba l  for ms of  communicat ion and 

visua l  intera ct ion observed wh en p art ic ipants  use such devices with in  

part ic ipat ory  per formance event s is  examined by  way  of  demonstrat ing  

the impa ct  of  sp eci f i c  l ive  encounter s  and exp eriences of  user s in  this  

emerging p lay ing f ie ld  between rea l -t ime and a synchr onous,  l ive  and 

tech nologised forms exp ressing l iveness/presence/dista nce.  Th e th esis  

benefi t s  fr om a ccess to  t he lar ger  MINDtouch  pr oject  and i t s  or igina l  
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data,  pr oviding th is  research with  a  set  o f  pr ocess -based  evidence f i les  

both  in video a nd  tra nscript  form (conta ined  in t he th esis  ap pendices) .  

By a na lysing  this  unique  data  set  a nd a pp lying  th e th eoret ica l  contex ts  

of  k inaesth et ic  ph i losop hies wher e a ppr opria te ,  the th esis  demonstrat es 

both  th e pra ct ica l  a nd  th e cr i t i ca l/cont ext ua l  ef fect iveness of  th e media  

fac i l i tat ion process  for  t he par t ic ipa nt s,  and sha res  th eir  senses of  

‘ l i veness ’  a nd  ‘pr esence’  (of  themselves a nd  of  ot hers)  when using  

tech nology to  exter na li se  vi sua l  exp ressions  of  interna li sed  ex per iences .  

 

This  th esis  makes a n original  contr ibut ion to  sch olar ship in  th e  f ie lds of  

Perfor mance  a nd N ew M edia ,  wi th  a ddit iona l  contr ibut ions t o  the  

cogna te  f ie lds  of  Phi losophy a nd Tech nology,  a nd  locates  i t s  ar gument s 

at  th e locus  of  the  f ie lds  of  P er forma nce Art ,  M obile  

Perfor mance/Locative M edia ,  Ph i losophies of  th e  Body  and  

Communicat ions.  Th e th es is  uses  meth ods,  pra ct ices and t ools  from 

Phenomenology,  Eth nography,  Pract ice -As-R esearch,  and Experience 

Design,  br inging t ogeth er  the  re leva nt  a spect s  of  these  diverging ar ea s 

of  new media  research a nd media  art /per formance prac t ices .  Th e 

resear ch demonstrat es t hat  th ere  i s  a  need for  new tech nologica l  tools  t o  

expr ess  vi scera l ly  fe lt  emot ion  and t o  communicate more  dir ect ly .  It  i s  

hop ed that  this  st udy  wi l l  be of  use  t o fut ur e sch olar s in the  art s  a nd  

tech nology ,  a nd  also tha t  i t  may  he lp  t o demonst rate  a  way of  

communicat ing r ich  emotion through  fe lt  and embodied int era ct ions  

shar ed wi th  oth ers  acr oss va st  dista nces  ( thus support ing poli t ica l  

movement s a imed at  r educing  g loba l  tra ve l  in  th e a ge  of  g loba l  

warming) .  
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Leonardo LABS i s  a nnua l ly  p eer  r ev iewed by a n  interna tiona l  pa nel  of  

rev iewer s .   Th is  year  th e  panel  selec ted th e fol lowing  abstra ct s  t o be  

publi shed on Leonardo Electr onic  Al mama c (LEA)  in order  t o  br ing 

attention t o  the  out sta nding work  of  these a uth ors by  th e inter nat iona l  

community  int er ested in  the  inter sect ion  of  art ,  sc ience a nd  t ech nology.   

 

The  Peer  R eview Panel  for  2009 -2011  are :  Yia nnis Colakides ,  

CoDir ect or ,  N ew Media  (NeMe) ,  Lima ssol ,  Cyprus,  Chr is to  Doh erty ,  

Chair ,  Dig ita l  Art s,  U nivers ity  of  the  Witwater sr and,  J oha nnesburg ,  

South Afr ica,  Ryszar d W. Kluszczynski ,  PhD.,  Ch air ,  Depart ment  of  

Media  a nd Audiovisua l  Cult ur e,  Univer sity  of  Lodz,  Pola nd,  Tom Lesser ,  

Direct or ,  Center  for  Int egrat ed M edia,  Ca li for nia  Inst i t ut ion of  th e Art s,  

Valencia ,  Ca li fornia,  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  Rach el  Ma yer i ,  Ass is tant  Pr ofessor  

of  Media  St udies,  Har vey Mudd Col lege,  C lar emont,  Ca li for nia ,  U nit ed  

Stat es ,  Andr ea P ol l i ,  Dir ect or ,  Int er discip l inar y  Fi lm a nd D igi ta l  M edia  

(IFDM) and M esa Del  Sol  Chair  of  Digit a l  Media ,  Univers ity  of  New 

Mexico,  Albuquerque,  N ew Mex ico,  Unit ed Stat es,  Sh ei la  P inkel ,  

Professor  of  Art ,  P omona College ,  Claremont ,  Ca li fornia,  Unit ed Stat es .  

 

 

 

 

 


