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As  the technologies  of  e lectronic  communicat ions and  enterta inment  are  

on  the inc l ine,  converse ly  socia l  interact ion and  community  have been 

on  the dec l ine.  Part icu lar ly  on the  dec l ine  are interact ions among 

people  in  loca l  communit ies  such as  apartment  bui ldings  and 

neighborhoods.  The  one type  of  community  that  i s  an exception  to th is  

trend and has seen a  lot  of  recent  growth  are  online  communit ies.  In  

fo l lowing wi th  these  trends th is  project  uses  the  e lectronic  medium of  a  

chat-room which a l lows  people  to use the communicat ion  tools  they  are 

becoming more  comfortable  with ,  in  order  to bui ld  re la t ionships  in their  

loca l  community .  By combining  a  wire less  loca l  area  network with  a  

chat-room inter face  the  usua lly  anonymous users  o f  the network are 

brought  together  into  a  communal  soc ia l  space .  Whi le  the  users  of  the 

network  can choose whether  or  not  they  want  to  part ic ipate  in  

discussion in the  chat -room, their  presences  on  the  network  can be  seen  

by  a l l  the other  users .  This  creates  the  physica l  ana logy  of  s i t t ing 

together  in  a  room, wi th  some people  par t ic ipat ing  in a  conversa t ion  

and  other  people  keeping to themselves.  In addit ion to  this ,  the use of  

mesh networking  wi l l  a l low loca l  networks  to spread  geographica l ly .  

Each new wire less  router  connected  to the network wi l l  create  a  new 

chat  room that  any user  on  the network can  join.  This  prov ides  a  means 

for  people  in  an increasing ly  large loca l  area  to interact  and possib ly  get  

to know one  another .  The project  a lso  a l lows for  the owner  of  the  

wireless  network  to easi ly  control  the usage  of  their  network both  

through technica l  and socia l  solut ions.  Personal i zing  the  network  by  

transforming  i t  into a  socia l  environment  creates  a  s i tuat ion where  

people  are  less  l ike ly  to abuse  the resource provided  by  that  individua l .  

Supply ing a  way to  see who i s  using  your  network  and the abi l i ty  to ta lk  

to them,  a l lows  for  ” stea l ing”  wire less  to become ”borrowing”  wire less.  

User  test ing  of  the  prototype  has shown signif icant  promise  in bui lding 

community  among neighbors.  Based  on these result s ,  dep loy ing th is  

project  into a  potent ia l  community  environment  such  as a  large 

apartment  bui ld ing,  could eventua l ly  foster  a  strong sense of  community  

among the occupants .   
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Leonardo LABS i s  annua l ly  peer  rev iewed by an  internat iona l  panel  o f  

rev iewers .   Th is  year  the  panel  selec ted the fol lowing  abstracts  to be  

publi shed on Leonardo Electronic  Almamac (LEA)  in order  to  br ing 
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