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PRESS RELEASE February  01 ,  2010  
 
FROM Annick  Bureaud (Leonardo/Olats)  and John Cunningham (Regional  Cultural  
Centre  on  behalf  of  Donegal  County  Counci l ’ s  Publ ic  Art  Off ice)  
 
SUBJECT Lovely Weather Artists  Residencies  
 
Donegal  County Council  and Leonardo/Olats  are  proud to  announce  the  f ive  
projects  se lected for  the  ‘Lovely Weather Donegal  Artists  Residencies ’ ,  a  ground 
breaking art  &  sc ience  project  which wi l l  examine  the  i ssues  of  c l imate  change  in  
County  Donegal ,  Ire land.  
 
Leonardo/Olats :  ht tp://www.olats .org   
 
IRELAND & CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
A  large  community  across  the  world i s  in  agreement:  the  c l imate  is  changing.  But  what  
i s  c l imate  change?  What  is  causing i t?  And how wil l  i t  a f fect  us?  These  are  the  
quest ions  which  are  be ing  asked by  this  unique  init iat ive  by  Regional  Cul tural  Centre  /  
Donegal  County  Counci l  Publ ic  Art  Off ice  in  partnership with  Leonardo/Olats .   
 
The  project  has  entai led a  nat ional  and international  compet i t ion  resul t ing  in  f ive  
art/sc ience  art ists  or  group of  art is ts  be ing  se lected  to  work in  each of  the  e lectora l  
areas  of  the  county  to  explore  on  the  grou nd,  the  ef fects  of  c l imate  change  and i ts  
modif icat ions  throughout  the  county .  
 
According  to  one  of  the  project  co-coordinators  John Cunningham,  “I f  we  truly  want  to  
understand c l imate  change ,  we  have  to  rea l ise  how i t  works  in  loca l  environments  l ike  
Donegal .  Art  could help  us  to  quest ion  our  percept ions  and re lat ionships  to  weather ,  
c l imate  and he lp  us  to  experience  and reveal  our  inner  part ic ipat ion  with  weather and 
c l imate;  the  rupture  of  the ir  balance  an d i ts  meaning for  our  world .  The  ‘Lovely  
Weather ’  projects ,  which are  current ly  be ing deve loped,  wi l l  access  ongoing scient i f ic  
s tudies  a longside  generat ions  of  loca l  knowledge  and are  important  mechanisms for  
progress ive  understanding  of  the  impact  of  c l imate  change  on  Donegal .”  
 
 

http://www.olats.org/


 
 
 
WHO? 
 
The 5  se lected  art ists  are :  
•  Peter  d ’Agost ino  (USA)  
•  Seema Goel  (Can)  
•  The  League  of  Imaginary  Sc ientists  (Lucy  Hg & partners ,  USA) 
•  Antony Lyons  (UK/IRE)  
•  Sof tday  (Sean Taylor  & Mikael  Fernstrom,  IRE)  
See  projects  below 
 
WHERE? 
 
The 5  res idencies  wi l l  be  s i tuated  in  the  f ive  Electora l  Areas  of  County  Donegal ,  
Ire land (One  per  area) .  
The Electora l  Areas  of  County  Donegal  are :  

•  Glenties  
•  Donegal  Town 
•  Letterkenny /  Mi l ford 
•  Ballybofey  /  Stranolar  
•  Inishowen 

 
WHAT WILL THEY DO? 
 
The Lovely  Weather  projects  wi l l  take  an interdiscipl inary  approach from the  outset  
and act ive ly  involve  loca l  people  in  their  work,  to  deve lop artworks  that  ra ise  
quest ions  about  c l imate  and i ts  changes  on  a  pract ica l  level ,  wi th  the  a im of  
contr ibuting  to  famil iaris ing  them with  cul tural  praxis  and speci f ica l ly  new media ,  and 
ecologica l ly  aware  behaviour.  
 
WHEN? 
 
The  Lovely  Weather  Art is ts  Residencies  wi l l  run f rom December  2009 unti l  December  
2010.  
 
WHO ARE THE FUNDERS? 
 
Donegal  County  Counci l ’ s  Publ ic  Art  Programme wil l  ut i l i se  monies  f rom the  5  
e lectora l  areas  (under  the  % for  Housing Scheme)  to  in it ia te  a  ser ies  o f  residencies  for  
art ists  to  examine  on the  ground the  e f fect  of  c l imate  change  throughout  Donegal .  
These  residencies  wi l l  examin e cul tura l  approaches  to  weather ,  c l imate  and their  
modif icat ions  throughout  County  Donegal .  
 
WHO WILL COORDINATE THESE RESIDENCIES? 
 
The  res idencies  wi l l  be  managed by  co-curators  for  the  project  Annick Bureaud 
(Leonardo/Olats)  and John Cunningham (Regional  Cultura l  Centre  on behal f  o f  
Donegal  County  Counci l ’ s  Publ ic  Art  Off ice) .  Workshops  and seminars  wi l l  be  held  with  
the  art is ts  and interested  part ies ,  throughout  the  run of  the  residencies .  
 



 
 
 
ARTISTS & PROJECTS 
 
 
Artists:  Peter d’Agostino,  Deirdre Dowdakin,  David Tafler 
Project:  WorldWideWalks /  between earth & sky /  Dún na nGall   
Location:  Glenties Electoral  Area 
 
http://www.peterdagost ino.net   
 
WorldWideWalks /  between earth & sky /  Dún na nGall  
This  project  i s  based on  a  series  of  World-Wide-Walks ,  v ideo  /  web projects  that  
combine  e lements  of  natural ,  cu ltura l  &  v irtual  ident i t ies .  The  compl imentary  rea l i t ies  
of  actual ly  walking  through a  physical  environment  and of  v ir tual ly  surf ing  the  web are  
key  components  of  these  projects  that  began with  The  Walk Series ,  v ideo  
documentat ion  /  performances  in  1973,  and have  cont inued to  the  present .  The  project  
intends  to  explore  issues  of  the  natural  environmenta l  sc iences  with  an  emphasis  on  
cul tures  and histor ies ,  inc luding examining c l imate  reconstruct ions;  the  sc ience  of  
c l imate;  societa l  impacts  of  c l imate  change;  and cultural  analyses  of  c l imate  history .   
 
Peter  d 'Agost ino is  an  art is t  who has  been working in  video and new media  for  three  
decades .  His  pioneering  projects  have  been exhibi ted international ly  in  the  form of  
insta l la t ions ,  performances ,  te lecommunicat ions  events ,  and broadcast  product ions .  
Recent  surveys  of  his  work  inc lude:  Intera ct iv i ty  and Intervent ion,  1978-99 exhibi ted  
at  the  Lehman Col lege  Art  Gal lery ,  New York;  and Between Earth  & Sky,  1973/2003 at  
the  Univers i ty  of  Par is  I  Pa rtheon-Sorbonne.  Major  group exhibi t ions  inc lude:  The  
Whitney  Museum of  American Art  (Biennia l ,  and The  American  Century-Fi lm and 
Video in  America  1950-2000),  the  Sao  Paulo  Bienal ,  Brazi l ,  and the  Kwangju  Biennia l ,  
Korea .  His  work is  in  the  co l lect ion  of  The Museum of  Modern  Art  and is  dis tr ibuted by  
Electronic  Arts  Intermix,  New York.  
 
 
 
Artist:  Seema Goel 
Project:  Carbon Capture Sweaters 
Location:  Inishowen Electoral  Area 
 
Carbon Capture Sweaters  i s  a  process-based artwork  l inking  loca l  phenomenon to  
g lobal  c l imate  change .  Whi le  the  scient i f ic  data  and analys is  are  imperat ive  to  our 
understanding  of  c l imate  change,  the  project  wi l l  a lso  consider  the  hi jacking  of  the  
term “c l imate”  as  in  “ the  economic  c l imate” ,  the  concept  of  “ low-carbon”  economies ,  a  
s tat ist ical  corre lat ion analys is  of  Malin  Head meteorologica l  data  with  Ire land gross  
domest ic  product  (GDP) and green house  gas  emissions ,  and a  substant ia l  
considerat ion  and use  of  loca l  materia ls ,  knowledge ,  iconography  and personal  
industry  on  a  human (rather  than industria l)  sca le .  The project  wi l l  at tempt  to  make  
the  science  and issues  of  c l imate  change  accessib le  by  rephrasing  them in  mater ia ls  
and contexts ,  which are  part  o f  the  everyday experience ,  as  wel l  as  working to  recla im 
loca l  i conography.  
 
Seema Goel  i s  a  Canadian  art ist  and a  MFA Graduate  of  the  Rhode  Is land School  o f  
Design (RISD)  and is  current ly  complet ing  a  MA.Sc .  ( Interdisc)  at  the  Fine  Arts  /  
Environmental  Engineering  dept ,  Univers i ty  of  Regina .  
 

http://www.peterdagostino.net/


 
 

 
 
Artists:  The League of  Imaginary Scientists  (Lucy Hg & partners) 
Project:  The Irish Rover:  Looking for Mars Off  the Northern Coast  of  Ireland 
Location:  Letterkenny /  Milford Electoral  Area 
 
ht tp://www.imaginaryscience .org   
 
The Irish Rover:  Looking for Mars Off  the Northern Coast  of  Ireland  project  
focuses  on  and takes  i ts  inspirat ion from the  legendary  voyage  of  ‘The  Ir ish  Rover ’  and 
the  current  work being carr ied  out  by  NASA on  Mars .  The  idea  is  to  deve lop  a  sc ient i f ic  
expedit ion  a long  the  Fanad /  Swil ly  peninsula ’s  that  wi l l  mirror  the  work current ly  
being undertaken on  Mars .  In  combining p lanetary  s toryl ines ,  the  League  hopes  to  
draw a  reverse  t imel ine  f rom Earth  to  Mars  and quest ion  whether  the  Earth  could  end 
up with  a  Mart ian  l ike  c l imate  in  the  future .  In  examining these  seemingly  opposite  
p lanetary  c l imates ,  we  hope  to  understand the  e f fects  of  c l imate  change on  Donegal .  
 
The US based League  of  Imaginary  Scient is ts  is  a  group of  art ists  and scient ists  who 
engineer  hybrid  art  works  in  the  cross-sect ion of  the ir  worlds ,  in  col laborat ion  with  
loca l  communit ies .  The  League ’s  previous  history  aboard boats ,  barges  and ferries  
prepares  them of  their  Ir ish  expedit ion.  This  inc ludes  works  with the  NY Water  Taxi ,  a  
League  res idency on  the  Waterpod (a  f loat ing  susta inable  habitat) .   
 
 
 
 
Artist:  Antony Lyons 
Project:  Weather Proof 
Location:  Ballybofey /  Stranolar Electoral  Area 
 
ht tp://www.antonylyons.net   
B log/Diary  of  the  project :  http://www.antipod.info   
 
Weather-Proof 
‘S lowness ’  is  the  key  to  Antony  Lyons '  project .  In  the  Bal lybofey  /  Stranolar  area ,  a  
look-  out  point ,  which  is  a lso  an  exist ing  f ie ld-gate ,  wi l l  be  se lected.  The  s i te  wi l l  be  
c lose  to  a  locat ion  where  sc ient i f ic  weather  measurements  (ra infal l ,  humidity ,  
temperature,  pressure ,  wind speed,  wind direct ion)  are  a lready be ing taken.  This  wi l l  
become the  s i te  for  year- long  observat ion (by  the  art ist  and some observers) .  At  the  
gate  /  look-out  s i te ,  the  art ist ' s  recordings  wi l l  be  highly  personal  weather-words/ 
weather-diar ies  recorded on  paper  and dig ita l ly  with  photos  and sounds.  The  
programmed vis i ts  by  the  art ist  wi l l  be  supplemented by  dai ly/weekly  v is i ts  by  
members  of  a  smal l  vo lunteer  observat ion  team.  Furthermore ,  there  i s  the  potent ia l  to  
extend the  observer  part ic ipat ion  into  the  idea  of  a  geo-caching trai l ,  with  weather-
proof  boxes  located at  points  in  the  landscape .   
 
Antony  Lyons  is  an  art is t ,  landscape  des igner  and environmenta l  sc ient ist  based in  
Br istol ,  UK.  He was  the  lead  art ist  for  NOVA’s  2005/6 ‘Brunel  200’  commiss ions  in  
Br istol .  Co-  founder  of  Deiseal  -  formed in  2006 to  develop sculptural  and land-art  
projects  in  Ire land.   
 
 
 

http://www.imaginaryscience.org/
http://www.antonylyons.net/
http://www.antipod.info/


 
 

 
Artists:  Softday (Sean Taylor & Mikael  Fernstrom) 
Project:  Marbh Chrios (Dead Zone) 
Location:  Donegal  Electoral  Area 
 
ht tp://www.sof tday . ie   
 
Marbh Chrios (Dead Zone) 
In  2008,  Virginia  Inst i tute  of  Marine  Scie nce  Professor  Robert  Diaz  showed that  the  
number  of  “dead zones”—areas  of  seaf loor  with too  l i t t le  oxygen for  most  marine  l i fe—
had increased by  a  third  between 1995 and 2007.  Diaz  and col laborator  Rutger  
Rosenberg  of  the  Univers i ty  o f  Gothenburg  in  Sweden found that  dead zones  are  now 
“the  key  stressor  on  marine  ecosystems”  and “rank with  over-f ishing,  habi tat  loss ,  and 
harmful  a lga l  b looms as  g lobal  environmental  problems.”  The  s tudy,  which  appeared in  
the  August  15 ,  2008 issue  of  the  journal  Science ,  ta l l ied  405 dead zones  in  coastal  
waters  worldwide,  af fect ing  an  area  of  95 ,000 square  mi les ,  about  the  s ize  of  New 
Zealand.   
 
I t  is  current ly  est imated that  there  are  20 such ‘dead zones ’  in  Ire land and two were  
ident i f ied  in  the  s tudy  at  both  Ki l lybeg ’s  Harbour  (1999)  and Donegal  Bay  (2000).  
Geologic  evidence  shows that  dead zones  are  not  a  natura l ly  recurr ing  event  in  marine  
ecosystems;  dead zones  were  once  rare ,  now they  are  common place  and increas ing,  
which poses  a  serious  threat  to  indigenous  marine  habitats  and the  human food chain.  
Softday  proposes  to  examine  the  avai lable  data  f rom the  Ir ish  dead zones  and work  
col laborat ive ly  with  three  dis t inct  partners ,  loca l  t radit ional  music ians  f rom An 
Charraig/Amhainn a ’Ghl inne  (Cairdeas  na  bhFidi lé ir í )  in  Donegal ,  Met  Éireann ( the  
Ir ish  Meteorologica l  Service)  and The  Marine  Inst i tute  of  Ire land,  to  address  the  
re lat ionship of  c l imate  and cul ture  to  sound.  
 
S ince  1999,  v isual  art ist  Sean Taylor  and computer  software  des igner  Mikael  Fernstrom 
(aka  SOFTDAY) have  col laborated  on  a  number  of  high prof i le  sc ience/art  projects .  
Both  art is ts  are  interested  in  exploring  ‘ the  cracks ’  between various  media  such as  
expanded theatre ,  sound art ,  sculpture ,  music ,  dance  and the  appl icat ion  of  new 
technologies .   
 
In  2000 they  presented a  computer  generated  musica l  composit ion  ent i t led Bl ian  le  
Bais teach  (A  Year With Rain) ,  with the  Ir ish Chamber  Orchestra .  The  project  was  
constructed us ing rainfal l  data  suppl ied  by  Met  Éireann (The  Ir ish  Meteorologica l  
Agency)  for  the  year  1999-2000.  This  ra infa l l  data  was  converted into  music  us ing  a  
series  of  speci f ica l ly  designed neural  networks  and a lgori thms,  t ra ined by  a  database  
of  t radit ional  Ir ish  melodies  and folk  tunes .  In  2002,  they  deve loped a  co l laborat ive  
project  Cois ir  an  Ts ionann,  with  The  Ir ish Chamber Orchestra ,  Daghdha Dance 
Company and the  Berl in  based choir  ‘Der  Brul lchor ’ .  The  composit ion used data  f rom 
The Electr ic i ty  Supply  Board from the  power  stat ion on the  River  Shannon at  
Ardnacrusha  and sa lmon stocking information from the  salmon hatcheries .   
 
 
 
For  further  informat ion please  contact  Declan  Sheehan,  Assis tant  Publ ic  Art  Off icer .  
Tel :  ++ 353 74  9129186  
Emai l :  dec lan.sheehan@donegalcoco. ie   
Web:  www.donegalpubl icart . ie   
 

http://www.softday.ie/
mailto:Declan.sheehan@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalpublicart.ie/

