
 

web  www. l eoa lmanac.o rg  

emai l  in fo@leoa lmanac .org  

phone  +90 216  483  9292 

address  Sabancı  Univers i ty ,  Orhan l i  -  Tuz la ,  34956  Is tanbu l ,  Turkey  

LEONARDO ABSTRACT  SERVICES  ( LABS)  2008 -2009  
 
RECONFIGURING  SPACE  
 
B y  Pau l  Thomas  

 

The  s tart ing point  o f  my  disser tat ion i s  the  quest ion:  What  would  be 

needed  of  a  device to  cu l tura l ly  reconf igure  the way that  we see?  The  

quest ion has  been addressed  through a  theoret ical  examination of  

spat ia l  theories  in modern t imes  and a  creat ive explorat ion  of  new 

spat ia l i t i es  in  new media  technologies,  both  v isual  and aura l .  Central  to  

my thesis  are  three c la ims:  1 .  the paradigmatic  mathematica l  theory  of  

s ing le-point  perspect ive is  fundamenta l  to  the  imagining  and 

construct ion of  space in  modern t imes;  2 .  perspect ive  i s  a  seduct ive 

space because i ts  v ir tual isat ions seem more authent ic  than 

phenomenological  exper ience;  3 .  the  s tructure of  perspect ive space  

prefigures  the computer  screen,  hence  any at tempt  to reconf igure  the 

spat ia l  imaginary  through the  dev ices  of  new media  technologies  must  

f ir st  confront  the h is tor ical  ubiquity  of  perspect ive .  The  speci f i c  focus  

of  my writ ten research i s  a  comparat ive study of  Fi l ippo  Brunelleschi ’ s  

perspect ive  dev ice and  the vir tua l  rea l i ty  work of  Char  Davies .  This  

comparat ive study  focuses  on  the  ingredients  o f  both  dev ices  as  wel l  as  

the simi lar i t ies  between the environments  in which they were  

demonstrated .  Brunel leschi ’ s  Peephole  device ,  according  to his  

biographer  Manett i ,  f i r s t  demonstrated perspect ive  theory  in  the  ear ly  

f i f teenth century .  Brunel lesch i ’ s  device ,  with  i t s  three  main  components ,  

the mirror ,  the burnished si lver  and the pa inted panel ,  a re  examined in  

regards to the  environment  i t  was  demonstrated in .  The  dissertat ion 

exp lores these elements as  the  essentia l  conceptual  ingredients  for  the  

reconfigurat ion of  space  in  modern t imes .  Aspects  o f  Brunel leschi ’ s  

device are  a lso examined creat ive ly  in  my  pract i cal  work.  Today 

emergent  technologies  are  being used  to exp lore  the  potentia l  o f  a  new 

spat ia l  wor ld order .  However ,  these new technologies  are  genera l ly  

based  on an  Old Wor ld order  perspect ive .  Even the cubis t  

reconfigurat ion of  space  did not  change ,  in  any fundamental  way,  the 

dominant  perspect iva l  model  of  perception because  i t  did not  have the 

same ideolog ica l  and psycholog ica l  power  as  perspect ive,  which  seduced  

the viewer  into  be l ieving  that  the  gap (or  loss)  be tween the technology  

and  rea li ty  had been compensated.  Arguably ,  the same c la ims can be 

made for  vir tua l  rea l i ty  devices.  Hence ,  important  to  the d issertat ion  i s  

a  comparat ive  study of  Brunelleschi ’s  perspect ive  device  and the  vi r tua l  

rea l i ty  work of  Char  Davies.  The creat ive  work invest igates the e ffec ts  

and  work of  perspect iva l  spat ia l i ty  by  examining (through d igi ta l  v ideo,  

photographical ly  and  sonica l ly )  residua l  spaces in the environment.  To  

me these res idua l  spaces  provide  potent ia l  res i stances to the  

perspect iva l  space  from which  they evolved,  and thus  show new ways  of  

exp lor ing  the  v ir tual  rea l i ty  o f  cyberspace that ,  whi le  acknowledging the  

pervas ive presence of  perspect ive systems,  a lso  deconstruct  or  even map 

new post -perspect ive  spat ia l i t i es.    
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Leonardo LABS i s  annua l ly  peer  rev iewed by an  internat iona l  panel  o f  

rev iewers .   Th is  year  the  panel  selec ted the fol lowing  abstracts  to be  

publi shed on Leonardo Electronic  Almamac (LEA)  in order  to  br ing 

attent ion to  the  outstanding work  of  these authors by  the internat iona l  

community  interested in  the  intersect ion  of  art ,  sc ience and  technology.   

 

The  Peer  Review Panel  for  2009-2011  are :  Yiannis  Colakides ,  

CoDirector ,  New Media  (NeMe) ,  Limassol ,  Cyprus,  Chr is to  Doherty ,  

Chair ,  Dig ita l  Arts,  Univers i ty  o f  the  Witwatersrand,  Johannesburg ,  

South Afr ica ,  Ryszard W. Kluszczynski ,  PhD.,  Chair ,  Department  of  

Media  and Audiovisua l  Culture,  Universi ty  of  Lodz,  Poland,  Tom Lesser ,  

Director ,  Center  for  Integrated Media,  Ca li fornia  Inst i tut ion of  the Arts,  

Valencia ,  Ca li fornia ,  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  Rachel  Mayer i ,  Ass is tant  Professor  

of  Media  Studies,  Harvey Mudd Col lege,  C laremont,  Ca li fornia ,  United  

States ,  Andrea Pol l i ,  Director ,  Interdiscip l inary  Fi lm and  Digi ta l  Media  

(IFDM) and Mesa Del  Sol  Chair  o f  Digita l  Media ,  Univers i ty  o f  New 

Mexico ,  A lbuquerque,  New Mexico,  United States,  Shei la  P inkel ,  

Professor  of  Art ,  Pomona College ,  Claremont ,  Ca li fornia ,  United States.  

 

 


