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P R E S S  R E L E A S E  Melbourne J anuary  27 -2012  
 
S U B J E C T  LEA D ig i t a l  Med ia  Exh ib i t ion P lat for m:  ‘BIO TOP IA 

REVISITED’  

 

 

F E B R U A R Y  E X H I B I T I O N :  ' B I O T O P I A  R E V I S I T E D '  

 

‘BIO TOP IA REVISITED – BEYON D ART IN  THE WET ZONE ’ :  featuring 

Ste lar c  (AU S) ,  R evita l  Cohen (UK),  Jacob Kirkegaard (DK) ,  J im 

Gimzewski  /  Vict or ia  Vesna (U SA) ,  Pa ul  Va nouse  (USA)  a nd  Mogens 

Jacobsen (DK);  Co -curat ed by M ort en Søndergaa rd a nd  Vince Dzieka n.  

 

 

Accor ding  t o Ste lar c  th e body i s  ob solete .  

 

I f  th e body i s  obsolete ,  a s  Ste lar c  hypothesizes ,  what  does this  mea n?  

 

In  one sense ,  perha ps  ar t  i s  obsolet e  as  wel l .  Instead,  new collec t ive  

concept s appear  tha t  ‘p ick up’  art  aga in ,  a nd  use  i t  for  something 

dif ferent  –  a s at test ed  t o by  exa mp les such a s  ‘N ew Media  Art ’ ,  ‘Dig ita l  

art ’ ,  a nd ‘Media  Art ’ .  I f  we  accep t  tha t  ‘M edia  Ar t ’  i s  a  meta phor  of  this  

transfor mation of  a esthet ics  a nd  art  happ ening in th e wet  zone,  th en 

what  would  define  (th e consequences of)  a  B io  M edia  Art?  Th e 

transfor mation of  man?;  of  sc ience? ;  a  tra nsfor mation  of  the  human 

sciences ,  at  least?  

 

Today ,  media  art  and th e huma n sc iences ar e both in a  s i tua t ion  wh er e 

tensions bet ween t ech no -aesth et ic  a nd  bio - logica l  p att erns are  

prevalent  a nd  pr econf iguring our  cognit ive syst ems.  ‘Biot opia  

Revisi ted’  exa mines  how art  – a nd  science – 'ma nage'  this  s i tua t ion;  

how do art i st s  a nd  (h uman)  scienti st s  naviga te  t he wet  zones?   

 

The  or ig inal  exhibi t ion  – ‘BIO TOP IA’  – brought  togeth er  seven art is ts ,  

a l l  o f  whom set  out  t o  ex plore  th e wet  zone thr ough speci f i ca l ly  
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commissioned  insta l lat ions:  St elarc  (AUS) ,  R evi tal  Cohen (UK),  Ja cob 

Kirkegaard  (DK) ,  J im Gimzewski  /  V ict or ia  Vesna (USA),  Paul  Va nouse  

(USA) and M ogens  Jacobsen (DK) .  ‘BIOTOPIA’  was p art  of  th e Por t  

2010 fest iva l  o f  cont emp orary  art  and r ea li zed in  coopera t ion  with  

KUNSTEN M odern Art  M useum,  Ut zon Cent er  (Aalbor g,  DK) and 

Aa lborg  Univer sity .  

 

Reconceived  her e for  LEA’s dig it a l  media  exh ibi t ion p lat form, 

‘BIO TOP IA REVISITED’  seeks  t o exp ose  how a rt ,  tech nology ,  a nd  

curat ing enter  int o di fferent  r o les (tha n th e tradit iona l  ones)  in  the  wet  

zone.  Th ey  become mor e  akin to  scienti f i c  invest igat ions int o unknown 

terr i t or ies of  a  r e mote  corner  of  the  univer se – a  science  ba sed on th e 

huma n body’s  h yp othetic  obsolet eness .  Al l  th e p art ic ipat ing  art is ts  

op erat e in the  wet  zone  in -bet ween a nd beyond a rt  and sc ience ,  acut e ly  

awar e of  what  ha ppens when technology  and h uman beings int er sect  

and  inter vene with  each oth er .  

 

Co-curators:  

Morten Søndergaard  

Media Art  Curator ,  BIO TOPIA (Utzon Center :  Aalb org)  

& 

Vince Dziekan  

Digital  Media Cur ator ,  Leonardo Electronic  Almanac  

 

Senior Curators:  

Lanfranco Aceti   

Dir ector  and Senior  Cur ator ,  Kasa Gal ler y  

 

Christiane Paul  

Curator  of  New  Media Arts  at  the  Whitney  Museum of  American Art  
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Featured Contributors:  

 

Revi ta l  Coh en (b.1981  U K) l ives  a nd works  in  London.  

 

Revi ta l  Coh en was  educa ted  a s a  des igner ,  but  moves free ly  among an  

infinit e  number  of  oth er  disc ip lines.   She  wor ks  togeth er  wi th  

scienti st s,  doctors ,  a nimal breeder s etc .  wi th  a  view t o creat ing 

sensat iona l  works,  a l l  o f  which op erat e in  the  int ersect ion  bet ween th e 

natural  a nd  the  art i f ic ia l .   Cohen ha rbour s a  b lat ant  fa sc inat io n  for  th e 

poss ibi l i ty  of  combining huma n b io logy,  not  only  with  ma chines,  but  

with  e lement s  fr om th e pla nt  and a nimal  k ingdoms t oo.  

 

 J im Gimzewski  (b.1951  UK) l ives  a nd works  in Cali fornia.  

 

By pr ofession Jim Gimzewski  i s  a  scienti st ,  wor king  mainly  with  gene 

tech nology and neur oscience .   But  over  the  last  10 year s h e ha s a lso 

been involved  in a  number  of  art is t ic  pr oject s .   These include various  

lar ge-sca le  instal la t ions ,  which expr ess  a nd visua li se  th e wet  zone 

bet ween sc ience a nd  art .  

 

Mogens  Jacobsen ( b.195 9 Ita ly)  l ives  and works in Copenha gen.  

 

The  media  art is t  M ogens  Jacobsen i s  one  of  Denmark’s  lea ding 

amba ssador s in the  f ie ld  of  digita l  and int er net -based  art .   In r ecent  

year s one  of  his  main pr eoccupations ha s been t he r elat ionsh ip bet ween 

art  a nd viewer .   His  audience -part ic ip at ory  insta l lat ions ar e dynamic 

wor ks,  wh ich act ively  r e late  and r eact  t o th e viewer.   Ja cobsen 

possesses a  funda menta l  fa sc inat ion  for  th e p oss ible  fus ion  of  

tech nology wi th  l i fe  a nd art .  

 

 Jacob  Kir kegaar d (b .197 5 Denmark)  l ives  and works  in Ber l in.  

 

Jacob Kir kegaard  invest igates  sound a nd i t s  physica l  ef fect  up on th e 

envir onment .   His  p ersp ect ive i s  both sc ient i f ic  and  aesth et ic .   Th e 

art is t ’ s  work  cap tur es  a nd records sonic  univer ses,  wh ich oth er wise  

could not  be  hear d wit h  the ear  a lone .   By  mea ns  of  unor thodox a nd  

homema de recording  equipment  Kir kegaard  det ects  sounds we  have 
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never  heard  befor e,  fr om empty  rooms,  dunes ,  geysers ,  even th e 

inner most  region of  th e huma n ear ,  sounds tha t  revea l  hi ther to  

unknown wor lds .  

 

Mort en  Sønder gaar d (b .  1966)  www.sonder gart .dk  

 

Mort en  Sønder gaar d  i s  Assoc iat e  Pr ofessor  /  Curator  of  Int eract ive 

Media  Ar t ,  Head  of  Research at  The  Unh eard  Ava nt -gardes /  The  Larm 

infra-str uct ur e a nd  Senior  Cura tor  a nd  Genera l  Chair  at  r e - new –  

dig ita l  ar ts  fest iva l  ( www.r e-new.or g) .  He was  Curat or  a nd  Dep uty 

Direct or  a t  The  Museum of  Cont emp orar y Art  in  Denmar k bet ween 

1999-2008 ,  a nd  par t  of  t he art is t ic  ma na gement  of  POR T 2010 

Cont emp orar y Art  Fest ival  in  Aalbor g (2008 -11) .  Mort en  has  curat ed  

exhib it ions  int erna tiona l ly  a t  Kia sma  (FI) ,  Sp lintermind (S) ,  

Ruper t inum (AT) ,  a nd  ZKM (D) .  Se lect ed  publ icat ions ( in Engl ish )  

inc lude:  (w.  M ogens Jacobsen):  RE_ACTION  – The Dig ita l  Arch ive 

Exper ience (Aalborg  Univer si ty  P ubli sh ers ,  2009);  (w.  Peter  Weibel) :  

MAGNET – Th or bjørn  Lausten’s  Visua l  Syst ems (Keh rer  Verlag ,  2007) ;  

Get  R eal  –  Art  + R ea l  t ime (New York:  George Brazi l ler  Publ i sher s,  

2005) .  

 

Ste lar c  (b.1946 Cyprus)  l ives and works in  Melbou rne,  Austra l ia .  

 

The  Greek -Austra l ia n p erforma nce ar t i st  St ela rc  is  a  p ioneer  in th e 

exp lorat ion of  th e int erp lay  between human beings  and technology .   

His  specta cular  sh ows h ave  involved  p erfor ming  wi th  a  mecha nical  

third arm and le tt ing  outsider s  fr om a l l  over  the  wor ld contr ol  his  body  

remot ely  via  an  adva nced Int er net  l ink -up .  By means  of  an  enormous  

range of  technologica l  r esources,  inc luding  biot echnology  and r obot ics,  

he ch al lenges  and t est s  t he r elat ionsh ip bet ween body a nd  ma chine .  

 

Paul  Va nouse (b .1967 USA)  l ives a nd  wor ks  in Buffalo .  

 

Paul  Va nouse r efer s t o  h imsel f  a s  a  pa ssionate  a mateur,  who wr yly  a nd  

cr i t i ca l ly  exp lores the  complex  quest ions  p osed by the  wor ld of  

science.   A str ong  visua l  consciousness is  a  fr equent  ha l lmar k of  his  

art is t ic  exp ression.   In  h is  work  he  dra ws on th e same technologies a s 

the sc ienti st ,  i f  nothing else  tha n t o invest igat e  t he signif ica nce a nd  

http://www.sondergart.dk/
http://www.re-new.org/
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ef fect  o f  such  technologies .   Va nouse ’ s  wor k ha s  inc luded genetic  

exp eriment s tha t  cr i t i ca l ly  undermine scienti f i c  not ions  of  race a nd  

identi ty .  

  

Vict oria  Vesna  (b.1959 U SA) l ives and wor ks in  Cali fornia.  

 

Vict oria  Vesna  i s  a  pr ofessor  of  des ign a nd media  art ,  but  is  a lso  a  

pract i sing art is t .   Her  works  are  exper imental  a nd invest igat ive a nd  

move  free ly  fr om one d iscip line  t o a nother .   Communica t ion  t ech nology 

and  digit a l  media  a nd  how th ey  af fect  human social  beha viour  

part icu lar ly  fa sc ina te  Vesna.  

 

 

 

LEA International  Curatoriate  

    

Lanfra nco Acet i  & Christ iane Pa ul  (Senior  Curat ors) ,  Vince Dziekan 

(Digita l  Media  Cur at or)   

 

Follow LEA on:  

 

Facebook: htt p://www.facebook.com/h ome.php?#!/p ages/Leonardo -

Electr onic-Alma nac/2091568 96252   

 

Fl i ckr :  http ://www.f l i ckr .com/ph ot os/ lea _gal ler y/   

 

Twitt er :  htt p://twitt er .com/LEA_t witt s   

 

Vimeo:  http ://www.vimeo.com /leagal lery  

 

 

 

For  more  infor mation contact:   

Ozden Sah in,  ozden.sahin@leoa lma nac .org   

 

Leonardo is  a  r egistered trademar k of  th e ISAST.  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Leonardo-Electronic-Almanac/209156896252
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Leonardo-Electronic-Almanac/209156896252
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lea_gallery/
http://twitter.com/LEA_twitts
http://www.vimeo.com/leagallery
mailto:ozden.sahin@leoalmanac.org

